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Diana AQ- problem of time poverty

In this article, the author examines the problem of time poverty. How far do you agree with his observation
with reference to you and your society? V5

The author describes several issues that problem of time poverty bringabout. ﬁr example, the increasing
importance placed on leisure time (paragraph 3) by people today and the increasing desire for instant
gratification (paragraph 7). Many of these concerns are applicable to my society, Singapore, given that it is an
efficiency-driven state as well as a fast-paced developed nation. In Singapore where productivity and
efficiency are priorities, working Singaporean individual is not only stressed to complete their work at hand
but is also increasingly stressed when it comes to planning their leisure time in between work given the
limited time available. The perception that if time is not utilized to its maximum will put them at a
disadvantage prevails. Heree gince the author's observation resonates with the characteristics that are
observed in my society, | agree with both his observation.§ \/M‘h

The author opines that people shift their anxiety from maximizing their work time to wanting to maximize
their leisure time and that people feel compelled to use their leisure time wisely (paragraph 4). Indeed, this
feeling of worriment in deciding what to do during their leisure time is increasingly widespread among
Singaporearfwhere many now sign up for late night enrichment classes like the Teochew dialect lesson by
Teochew Clan Association and Calligraphy lesson or even late night Pilates, Yoga classes located in shopping
malls or Community Centers nearby their home. Oddly, the Singapore government also recognizes this and
even set to tag after this trend. | notice/ a printed letter pinned in my neighborhood's notice board- letter by
our MP in the Aljunied-Punggol-Hougang estates, calling for more Singaporeans to participate ina 2 hours,
long voluntary work monthly, persuading one by offering the incentives for them to do good deed at their
available leisure time to ensure that it can be efficiently utilized, in a way easing their anxiety.

The author also opines that people now have increasg‘ desire for instant gratification. The term 'instant
gratification' is nothing new to Singapore, as a technologically advanced nation and a going-to-be a 'smart
nation', Singapore already has plenty of functions, devices, applications made available to satisfy the instant
wants of Singaporear;(l Just like China, the US and other developed nationjwe have a fast service provider,
those providing food are for example the Honest Bee, Red Mart, Food Panda, even those by our very own
Singaporean, Hawker Express; those providing transportation like Uber and Grab. With these service providers
sprouting, there is no more fear that their time will be 'wasted' away by spending a notable amount of time
deciding. The idea of speed that instant gratification h;mnrought about, drives Singapore to become a Smart
Nation. Going 'cashless', makingvt\)gsiness transactions fa,s‘t’sr, bank transferring faster undoubtedly show this
element. It is thus observed thaE\ country is advancing tewads the direction its citizens are moving.

What the author has analyzed is undeniably also observed in Singapore and is highly relevant to my society

and myself. Fast-paced, efficiency-driven society like Singapore rushes individual’to run with time and to
=

make the best out of it. Under such circumstances will then a society face the problem of time poverty. /




